nS	Morocco Awakes
rumours concerning the fortifications on the Moroccan
coast and the presence of a large force of Germans and
Italians—thousands and thousands of them—in Ceuta
and MebJla, caused me at the end of April to visit
Morocco in order to investigate these important ques-
tions on the spot and to find out the truth
The Nationalist Fleet had by this time obtained
complete command of the Straits, and small gunboats,
mounting one light gun and two anti-aircraft, main-
tained a vigilant patrol. I have reason to know this
because, while crossing from Gibraltar in the Bland
line boat, a Nationalist gunboat passed within a stone's
throw It was interesting to watch the reactions of the
Spanish passengers Those in the first class, people of
some substance, raised their arms in the correct Nation-
alist salute, but the working-class passengers hi the
third shook their clenched fists, a defiant gesture which
annoyed the Nationalist sailors so much that for a
moment I really thought they were going to open fire
on us. I mention this incident, because I think it
illustrates to a large extent the real position in Anda-
lusia, Tangier, and the Moroccan presidios y where nearly
all the people of any position genuinely support General
Franco's cause, while as a rule the sympathies of the
working-class are Republican and even Communist
The position of Tangier is an interesting one, for its
strategical position and the jealousies of the Powers
have rendered necessary an international administra-
tion As far back as 1904 the Franco-British agreement
envisaged a special regime for Tangier, and matters
were carried a stage further by article seven of the
Madrid Treaty which delimited the zone. Then hi
1923 the Statute of Tangier was drawn up, signed and
afterwards ratified by all the signatory powers to the

